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ANALOGY, AND THE SCOPE OF ITS 
APPLICATION IN LANGUAGE. 



GENERAL AND INTRODUCTORY CONSIDERATIONS. 

It is the purpose of the following paper to attempt a coherent 
classification of the generally recognized products of the action 
of analogy in language. The material to be employed in illus- 
trating the classifications is rarely new. The discussions of 
Paul, Osthoff, and Henry present no basis of classification that 
can be made exhaustive, and hence afford no means of ascer- 
taining what are the limitations of the action of this important 
factor in linguistic development. Furthermore, the various clas- 
sifications suggested — most notable of which is Paul's division 
into " stoffliche " and " formale " — describe only the results of 
the action of analogy, instead of referring back to the activities 
of the mind, which produce the groupings, and, in accordance with 
the groupings, the forms. The classifications, in other words, 
have been grammatical rather than psychological. 

The fact that the subject of analogy has received as yet no 
systematic recognition in any wo'rks published in the English 
language affords an excuse for the presentation of an otherwise 
unnecessarily voluminous mass of illustrative material, with a 
view to emphasizing the exceeding importance of this element 
in the economy of language. For a like reason has been added 
in conclusion a cursory review of the recent methodological 
employment of analogy in determining the nature of linguis- 
tic growth and in explaining the forms of speech ; and this 
outline is illustrated by a bibliography of the subject, with 
chronological classification. 



4 ANALOGY : 

Human life occupies the border-lands of mind and matter, 
and human speech, like every product of the entire human life, 
is conditioned by the laws of mind and matter alike. As a col- 
lection of spoken symbols, language is physiological in its charac- 
ter ; as a collection of impressions of sound or impressions of 
movement stored away beneath the levels of consciousness, it 
falls within the domain of the psychical, and is psychologically 
conditioned. Its physiological character subjects it to the laws 
of sound, which, though they may, as resultants of innumerable 
compromises between individual tendencies, be regarded as social 
laws, yet in the final analysis owe their peculiar character to the 
relations existing, in the sound-repertory of the speaking individ- 
ual, between the various positions of articulation, or between 
these and the basis of articulation, that normal position to which 
the organs tend to return after every act of articulation {die In- 
differenzlage). In every closely defined dialectic community the 
sum of inherited phonetic material must be with individuals 
essentially the same, the relations of the elements the same, the 
conditions for phonetic development essentially identical, and 
minute individual divergences must be continually subject to 
correction by contact. From the deductive side, accordingly, we 
are prepared to expect what the advancing experience of linguis- 
tic investigation also is indicating with ever-increasing clearness 
to be the line and direction of truth, — that the laws of sound- 
change have universal application {Allgemeingiliigkeit) ; i. e., 
application to the entire like-conditioned material, within the 
limits of a community-dialect. Induction determines only the 
line of direction, or the approximate line of direction, toward 
the truth ; but its determinations impose upon the investigator 
a duty relative to the course and method of his further search. 
So far as the practical method of research is concerned, the 
phonetic "laws" are mere formulas for an observed harmony 
in phonetic development ; they indicate for the etymologist the 
danger-line. 

Whereas, therefore, any given phonetic law can be asserted 
only for a restricted dialectic community, and general phonetic 
possibilities or phonetic analogies from other linguistic commu- 
nities have no direct application in the exact study of language, 
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psychological laws, on the other hand, find no such sharp limita- 
tion of application, as they are based upon the universal constitu- 
ent principles of the human mind. The particular character of 
these laws is always determined by the relations existing in the 
storehouses of memory between the various word-pictures or the 
various thought- or sentence-pictures. Again, the laws of sound- 
change have application to the entire like-conditioned material of 
a given language, whereas the intervention of a possible analogy is 
never necessary. The Greek oktijh was always exposed to the influ- 
ence of its next neighbor cTrra (and ^f ), but accepted the spiritus 
asper^ as far as I know, only in the Heraklean dialect (6/eTft>), and the 
change of consonant only, if at all, in the Elean oirrii. Thirdly, 
it is to be noticed that the operation of the laws of sound is 
unconscious and gradual, so that the old form cannot, except 
through mixing of dialects, survive alongside the new ; with the 
introduction of riiiri the older Tiyi,h disappeared from the Ionic- 
Attic dialect. The products of analogy, however, do not neces- 
sarily displace the older forms ; thus Germ, gediegen survives, 
in a special use, beside the new gedieheti. In all linguistic inves- 
tigation the most rigid discrimination between the operation of 
the physiological factors and the psychological factors is indis- 
pensable. Under one of the two categories may be classed every 
case of change in language. In Latin s between vowels becomes 
r, and arbdrem admits of a phonetical explanation ; hwX. finals does 
not become r, hence arbdr beside arbds must be referred to psy- 
chological action, namely, the association with the forms of the 
other cases. 

The phenomena of analogy are in the last analysis referable 
to the unconscious effort of the mind, in its quest for unity, to 
reduce the apparently incongruous elements of speech to sys- 
tems and groups ; that is, to put simplicity in the place of com- 
plexity. We say " apparently incongruous," for the soul is by 
nature no " Sprachvergleicher," and but an indifferent morpholo- 
gist. It knows nothing of the history of forms, but knows them 
as they are^ — in their relations to each other. The laws of 
sound tend generally to disturb unity of system, and introduce 
a diversity out of which the mind seeks again to restore sim- 
plicity, provided always that the diversity do not associate itself 
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with differences of signification, and by practical usefulness 
vindicate its right to exist. 

In short, therefore, the action of the psychological factor is in 
the direction of ejecting useless material and traditional red-tape. 
The mind's method of assorting and systematizing its language 
material is determined by its habit of grouping or associating 
ideas and their symbols upon the basis of likeness of significa- 
tion, likeness of use or function, and likeness in the form of the 
symbol. In coming to the level of consciousness, a member of a 
group may be accompanied by other members of its group, and 
is subject to their influence. The resistance it offers to their 
influence is partly determined by the intensity of the force by 
which use has impressed it upon the memory, and partly by the 
complexity of its relations to various groups, which forbids its 
yielding to the influence of any one. Children are generous 
" Analogisten," not only because the traditional variety of form 
is less forcibly impressed upon their memories by use, but also 
because the meagreness of their vocabulary admits of less com- 
plexity of grouping. The traditional diversity of the am^ is, are, 
yields to the simple system / is, you is, he is, we is. 

We turn now to the discussion of the various phenomena of 
analogy, arranging them with reference to the various sorts of 
psychological grouping, and illustrating the various categories 
from the most widely separated branches of the Indo-European 
family of languages. To attempt as a primary basis of arrange- 
ment a discrimination between formations of new word-material, 
and modifications of old material, would be vain and useless. So 
far as the prifuiples of formation are concerned, — and it is with 
these alone that we have here to do, — the difference is at most 
one of degree. In both cases existing material is newly com- 
bined to create essentially a new form ; e. g., departure and 
seizure are comparatively recent formations on the pattern of 
the old inherited forms picture, measure, etc. ; whereas pleasure 
is a modification of an older form (cf. Fr. plaisir) after the same 
pattern. 

A classification, furthermore, upon the basis of the results of 
the action of analogy, — e. g., as affecting forms, or as affecting 
merely sounds, — is artificial, and, inasmuch as it takes no cog- 
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nizance of the action of causes, fails to be satisfactory, exhaustive, 
or instructive. 

The only satisfactory basis of classification will be that which 
arranges the resultant forms according to the psychological ac 
tivities which produced them. These activities sum themselves 
up in the mind's effort to introduce into its material for expres- 
sion a connected order, which shall reflect a corresponding order 
among the objects of thought to be expressed. Groups of forms 
shall correspond to groups of ideas ; like modifications of form 
shall attend like modifications of idea. In opposition to this 
tendency stand the diversity and massiveness of the vocabulary, 
and the tendency to enrich it continually by borrowing and in 
other ways, and the destructive and confusing activity of the 
phonetic laws. In connection with the tendency to adapt groups 
of associated forms to groups of associated ideas, or to adapt 
groups of associated ideas to groups of associated forms, the 
suggestion of the new grouping may come from either 
extreme of the line. The association of idea may suggest 
association, and so modification of form, or the association of 
form may suggest new grouping of ideas. The two notions of 
* among ' and * under * expressed by Latin inter and infra have 
met in the one German word unter} which the folk uses in both 
senses as one word, and with no developed consciousness of 
any disparity between the two notions indicated. 

While now likeness of idea in a group of words tends to pro- 
duce likeness of form, and like modification of idea like modifica- 
tion of form, and likeness of use or function a likeness of form 
in the word-part symbolizing the function, and even association 
of significance some correspondent modification of outward form, 
and while, on the other hand, likeness of form may cause a link- 
ing or conglomeration of the idea, and resemblance of form 
suggest a possible relation of signification or of function (folk- 
etymology), it remains to be investigated whether a mere resem- 
blance in form between two words could avail to establish a 
group and cause a further approximation of form without the 
intervention of a grouping of ideas. Clearness upon, this point 
may be best attained by a classification of the various types of 
analogic formations. 

^ Paul, Prindpien der Sprachgeschichte, '179. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE PHENOMENA OF ANALOGY. 

I. Likeness of Sigziification and Diversity of Form. — Two words 
entirely diverse in form, but which are capable 
of application to one and the same object or 
idea, may, through the influence of this limited 
likeness of signification, be confused into one word 
by the process known as "contamination of form." 

"Limited likeness of signification" implies, in contrast to 
absolute identity of signification, or absolute co-extensiveness 
of denoting power, a possible likeness of indicating and desig- 
nating power in a specific case. A Republican who is a Prohi- 
bitionist, or a Prohibitionist who is a Republican, might be 
designated either as Republican or as Prohibitionist ; the mon- 
grel Prohiblican was probably first suggested by somebody's 
" slip of the tongue." A similar formation is Prcsbygational, 

The two equally good expressions for the same thing spring 
into the mind simultaneously with the object of thought to be 
named, and in the hesitancy of choice each furnishes an element 
to the name applied. It is to be noted that in this class of 
phenomena resemblance in form plays no part in suggesting the 
formation of the groups. Begincement is a child's confusion of 
beginning and cofnmencement ; similarly the dialectic Ital. cmiti- 
zipia results from confusing continciare zxiA principiare. O. H. G. 
bint (N. H. G. bin) can only be explained as the result of a con- 
tamination of two distinct forms, one from y^J-, the other from 
^bheu- ; cf. Gothic im and O. E. bedm. 

In some cases of contamination of form it may be difficult to 
determine whether the partial resemblance of form may not 
have helped to suggest the grouping ; thus Germ, doppelt, which 
is a combination of doppel (cf . doppelgdnger, etc.) = Fr. double, 
and the participle gedoppelt Spanish estrella for *estella ap- 
pears to have its r from astro. 

Syntactical phenomena of precisely analogous nature are com- 
mon. Two equally good expressions for the same thought, but 
cast in entirely different form, occur simultaneously to the mind, 
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and are merged in one. Cf. I am friends with him (Shaksp., II. 
Henry IV. 2, 4),^ composed of / am befriended with him^ or / 
am on friendly terms with him, and we arefrietids; o rj/juLav^ tov 
j(p6vov, composed of rjfuav^ 'xpovo^ and to fifiiav rov xpovov. 



II. Affinity of Signification and Diversity of Form. — Words 
totally dissimilar in form, but expressing ideas 
of like category, are made to approximate 
slightly in form through the extended applica- 
tion of some sign of category, or through the 
extended use of some element or combination 
of elements of sound, which has come to be 
recognized as characteristic of a group. 

This forms the second case in which similarity of form plays 
no part in suggesting the psychological grouping. 

This sort of grouping is especially traceable in changes of 
word 2 gender. Thus Fr. ///, m. (= Lat. aestatem, f.), follows the 
gender of the other names of seasons, as hiver, m., printemps, m. 
Fr. sort, m. (= Lat. sortem, f.), follows the gender of words like 
bonheur, malheur, destin. Germ, der schild becomes das schild 
(in sense of 'sign*), perhaps after the analogy of das biid. Germ. 
das moment becomes der mometit (in the sense of * a moment of 
time '), probably through relation to der augenblick, Lat. humus, 
f., appears to have its gender from terra. The Gr. oZ/io?, m. and 
f., * route, way, course,' rpi^o^, f. and m., ' path, road,' KeKevdo^, f., 
' path, road,' have their gender from 6^6^, the commonest of all 
words meaning * way * ; 0S69 itself must also have received its 
gender in some similar way, though this occurred before the 
historical period, — perhaps through the influence of some term 
which has disappeared from use (cf. Lange, p. 60). Again, as 
fj K6pLvdo<;, rj MiXrp-o^, follow TToXt?, SO \jaX. pinus, platanus, popu- 
luSt and other names of plants and trees, which in earlier Latin 
were masculine, follow arbor, f., and planta, f. 

* Cf. Maetzner, Engl. Gramm. ^11. 146; Paul, Principien, 2133. 

* Cf. Diez, Gramm. der roman. Sprachen, 'II. 17 ff., 24 ff. ; Brugmann, Liter. Ccn- 
tralblatt, 1878, S. 983 ff. ; Behaghel, Germania XXIII. 288; Lange, De substantivis 
femininis graecis secundae declinationis (Lipsiae, 1885). 
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The directly opposite movement is seen in cases where a 
grouping on the basis of natural gender produces a change in 
the endings conformable to the usage of the influencing group. 
Thus the Indo-European word for * daughter-in-law/ represented 
by Lat. nuruSy Gr. i/vo? (for *<ri/i;<rv9 ? cf. Osthoff, Morph. Un- 
ters. IV. 1 86), has been reduced to the ordinary feminine form 
in Skr. snus/td^ Old Bulgar. snUcha, and O. H. G. snura. 

The assumption of the nominative -s in Greek nouns in -T179 of 
the first declension finds its most plausible explanation ^ in the 
reference of these forms to original feminines in -td with abstract 
or collective signification ; the -s of the o- declension was assumed 
when these nouns came to be applied to individuals. Thus, 
*iinr6Td^ * horsemanship/ * cavalry/ or * body of horse/ linrord^ 
(-T179), 'horseman;' so ^veavld, 'youth/ veavld^^ * a youth.' Simi- 
lar is the transfer oi signification in Portug. o lingua^ * interpreter/ 
and Span, el cura^ 'pastor;' cf. Engl, the military =z' body of 
soldiers.' 

An entirely analogous basis of grouping is found in the relation 
existing between certain word-groups or series, like the numer- 
als, established on the basis of general similarity of signification, 
and without the intervention of any resemblance of outward 
form. There, as in some other cases, it remains a question for 
the psychologist to determine how far the merely external rela- 
tion of contiguity in use conditions the association of the mem- 
bers of the groups. 

The association of the members of the numeral series has 
been discussed with great fulness of illustration by OsthofiE in 
his Morpliologische Ufitersuchungefi^ I. 92-132, and by Baunack 
in Kuhfis Z^itsckrifty XXV. 225-260, so that a few examples will 
suffice here. Heraklean o/ctw and kwea have their spiritus asper 
from eTTTa. The -(h in e?/cp<rt beside Dor. fUaTi^ Lat. viginti, 
Skr. vintfatl, is derived from the cardinals in -Kovra by interme- 
diation of cIkooto^ ; o^raTToi;? and Trei^raTTOV? (for -cwttoi;?, -cttoi;?) 
follow eTTTaTTOU?, ivvedirov^^ Se/caTrov^ ; so o/craKi^, e^aKL^. The 
late Latin name of the month Octember reflects the form of Sep- 
tember, November^ December (cf. O. Bulg. Octfbrt), In M. H. G. 

* Osthoff, Verbum in der Nominalcomposition, 263 fif. ; Delbriick, Syntaktische 
Forschungen, IV. 8 ff. 
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elf appears beside eilf (Goth, ainlif) . by the analogy of zwelf, 
O. Bulg. deveti '9' for *nevett has its d- from deseti^ '10' (cf. 
Lith. devynl*g* beside d^szimtis * 10'). The long vowel of the 
Skr. ^kddaqa ' 11 ' comes from dvadaqa ' 12/ 

The ordinals rplraro^i, oyBoaro^ are Homeric as well as rpiro^ 
and SySoo^ {pctdvus) ; but the former have been adapted to the 
form of ei/aT09, heKaro^. 

The names of the letters of the alphabet, standing in a series, 
feel the influence of analogy,^ and i&ra (for *i<oia) and probably 
^rjra are reshaped by ffra and Orjra ; /aO (for ^firjfia) follows vv, 
and 7reZ= Hebr. pi (for such is the proper name of the letter ; 
cf. Meisterhans, Gramm. der Att. Inschr. pp. i, 24) influences 
the names of the new letters ^€t, ;^6?. 

A number of nouns of relationship in Sanskrit with stems end- 
ing in -r form a compact group (cf. pitdr- mdtdr- bhratar-, etc.), 
and extend their influence to other nouns of relationship, of differ- 
ent stem. The I. E. nepot-, ' descendant,' * relative ' (Lat. nepot-), 
used also in its inflection the weak stem nept-^ which appears, e. g., 
in O. H. G. «{/*/, Low Germ, nickt^ nichte, and in the Gr. ave^id, 
dvesjrto^. The earliest Sanskrit inflection was undoubtedly accus. 
ndpdtam, dat. *naptd^ etc. The weak forms by their closer re- 
semblance were more exposed to the influence of the scheme 
like pitdram, pitra ; bkrataram, bhratrd^ and *ndptd became 
ndptrd. Such is the status of the paradigm in the Vedic lan- 
guage , viz., ndpdtam, ndptrd^ ndptre^ ndptur^ with the levelling 
only half completed. The later language, in which the word 
is used exclusively in the distinctive sense of ' grandson,' takes 
one more step and completes the levelling, but by an entirely dis- 
tinct analogical process ; to the weak forms ndptrd, etc., the new 
accus. ndptarant is formed like pitdrant to pitrd ; naptt appears 
also later in the form of naptrt. A similar extension of the in- 
flectional type of the words ^ of relation has produced the anoma- 
lous ablative-genitive forms pdtyur (only in sense ' husband *), 
jdnyur, sdkhyur, from the i- stems pdti-, * lord* jdni-, * wife,' sdkhi-, 
* friend.' 

The necessities of use in each particular language are con- 

1 Cf. Wackernagel, Philol. Anzeigcr, XVI. 71. 

2 Cf. Wackernagel, Kuhn's Zcitschr., XXV. 2^9. 
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tinually forming new groups whose extent and relations are 
determined in each case by the peculiarities of the inherited 
material. Thus Gr. ^/mui, (Skr. ^ds-) owes its spiritus asper to 
the fortuity of its use as perfect to the present l^o/juai, (= sedio- 
mat). Gr. ifiov has its €- from its close relation to eyeo ; and the 
modern Greek second personal pronoun €<ri5, *thou,' seems to 
have its i- from association with eyai, ' I.' The possessives minej 
thine, beside my, thy, complete their series (from the time of the 
thirteenth century) by the formation of hisn, yourn, beside his, 
your. So myself beside my, yourself beside^^//r, ourselves beside 
our, induce the formation of a hisself beside his. The French 
series mien, tien, sien, by a similar process replaces the O. Fr. 
mien, tuen, suen; so Lat. tibi (Skr. tibhyam), sibi beside mihi. 

Some peculiarity in the form of a class-name may be extended 
to individual or proper names of members of the class ; thus, 
Germ. Hintz, Mietz, seem to have the -tz of katz{e) \ Hintz is 
a ** kosef orm " of Heinrich, while Mietz is presumably onomato- 
poetic in origin (cf. mimi, miau, etc.). 



III. Likeness of Function fuid Diversity of Form. — Words 
differing in form are reduced to groups upon 
the basis of likeness of function, i. e. of like- 
ness of use in the economy of the sentence 
and for the expression of like modifications 
of thought. 

This grouping manifests itself in changes of outward form. It 
applies to like cases of different nouns, like moods and tenses 
of different verbs, etc., and corresponds nearly to Paul's cate- 
gory of the *'formale Umbildungenr^ This class of groupings 
resembles closely, in the theory of the present proposed classi- 
fication, the preceding class (II.)> but practically differs from 
it, in that the present grouping pertains to the capacity of the 
word for expressing, by some portion of its phonetic substance, a 
modification of the idea attaching to the body of the word, and 

^ Paul und Braune's Beitrage zur Geschichte der deutschen Sprache und Litera- 
tur, VI. 7 £f. ; Paul, Principien der Sprachgeschichte, ^103 £f. 
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for indicating thus a relation which the word bears to the entire 
thought embodied in the sentence. In the inflectional languages 
this indication of relation is distinctly associated, by the lin- 
guistic consciousness, with some portion or element of the single 
word ; in languages of analytic structure it is associated with 
the separate words expressive of relation, and the phenomena of 
changes in form involved are by an entirely superficial classifica- 
tion relegated to the field of syntax. 

The action of analogy in this entire class of cases tends toward 
the unification of the grammatical system and the simplification 
of the mechanism of speech, or what we may designate as the 
articulating mechanism of speech. 

A. Like cases from different stems. — From the great 
mass of possible illustrative matter, but a few examples need be 
selected. The genitive ending -s in English, which is actually 
at home only in the <7-stems, has by transfer come to be recog- 
nized as the almost universal sign of the genitive case ; cf. ladys 
maid, brides cake; the genit. -s is at home in the German tages, 
wolfesy but is a restoration by analogy in des vaters (M. H. G. 
des vater). The genitive ending -ov of masculine 4-stems in 
Attic Greek (cf. veavlov) is a transfer from the masculine £?-stems 
where it finds its legitimate explanation in an original -osip. 
The umlaut, as mark of the plural in German, had its place 
originally in the /-stems, gast, gdste, but has been extended far 
beyond these limits ; wolf, wolfe; bruder, bruder. The Engl. 
its appears in the language, from Shakespeare's time on, as a 
newly formed genitive to it, after the relation of his to he. 

Likeness of external form in some part of the inflectional sys- 
tem served often as a medium for bringing into greater efficacy 
the grouping by likeness of function, i. e. the concurrence of 
form and function expressed in one part of the system suggests 
such concurrence for another part. In that StoKpdrrf^: was easily 
grouped with forms of the 4-declension like GovKvBiSrj^, Ilepcrrf^ 
K. T. X., the accusative ScoKpdrrf was in Attic frequently changed 
to SeoKpdrrfv ; SO ^AXicapAvqvt IIoXvveCKrfv k. t. X. Similar 
** metaplasms " are OIBIttovv, rpiirovv ; fieXrlova beside /SeXruo 
(= -oaa) ; sendti beside sendtus, dotnu beside domo, etc. 

Most of the cases of complete transfer from one inflectional 
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system to another roust, furthermore, be classed under the head 
of that grouping by likeness of function which is mediated by a 
likeness of form in some part of the two systems involved ; 
e. g. the adjective Chinese used substantively has the same form 
in singular and plural: *a Chinese' 'the Chinese' (vulgarly pro- 
nounced chaintz). As the form is, however, commonly used as 
plural, the analogy of trees, seas, keys, etc., led to associating the 
notion of plurality with the final sibilant, and caused the singular 
Chinese to be grouped with the singulars tree, sea, key, etc., with 
the result that the new form * Chinee ' was developed ; or, in other 
words, after the analogy of tree: trees, sea : seas}- Chinee is formed 
to Chinese. Similar are the sailor terms Maltee, Portugee, So 
citerry (O. Fr. cerise) is formed as a new singular to cherries ; pea 
(O. Fr. peis) to pease {peas) ; riddle (O. E. rcedels) to riddles ; 
" shay " to chaise. In vulgar Latin, neuter plurals in -a of the 
second declension with collective signification came by the oppo- 
site process to be regarded as singulars of the first declension ; 
cf. arma, Fr. tarme, f ., Span, arma^ f. ; claustra, Ital. chiostra, f. ; 
festa, Fr. lafite; gaudia, Fr. la joie ; folia, \\.2\. foglia, f., Fr. la 
feuille. The Fr. la bible. Germ, die bibel, is Lat. biblia, Gr. tA 
fii^XM. Analogous is the employment of the old plural truce 
as a singular, and the formation of a new plural truces. The 
German thiir, f., is derived from the O. H. G. turi, which was 
a plural, used of the double doors (cf. 'LzX. fores), 

Greek Xetov is an old «-stem (cf. Lat. ledn-is and the Gr. fem. 
\kawa = *X€/%Mi) : but the likeness in nominative with the 
«/-stems, <l>€p(Dv, y€p<Dv, switched it off on to the track of ipepov- 
T09, yipovTo^^ etc., producing Xitov Xeovro^ Xiovra, k. t. X. The 
gradual extension ^ of the ^-declension in Sanskrit and in the 
Germanic languages presents the most striking class of phe- 
nomena that could be presented under this category. 

The Germanic and Keltic languages point to a word for horn, 
which was originally an ^-stem, not an «-stem, and the Lat. 
accus. comum retains a trace of this ; the word, however, passed 

1 Cf. Fry, Transactions of the Philolog. Soc (London), 1873-74, pp. 253-259. 

2 Cf. Oathoff, Forschungen, II. 16 ff.; Paul, Paul und Br. Beitrage, III. i ff.; 
Hanusz, Das allmalige Umsichgreifen der »• Declination im Altind., Wien, 1885; 
Kahle, Zur Entwickelung der consonantischen Declination im Germ., Berlin, 1887. 
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over into the ^-declension ^ because it was much used in the dual, 
and the dual genitive corniis (= *comous = Skr. -as) coincided 
with the genit. sing, of the //-declension {-us = -ues). 

B. Like moods, like tenses, etc., of the verb from 
different stems. — The same impulse which has led the child, 
by recognition of the preterite -d, as a convenient tense-sign, to 
say " / seed it,'* " / knowd it,'' has caused the " weak " con- 
jugation in all the Germanic languages to gradually encroach 
upon the old ablaut system inherited from the Indo-European 
mother-speech. The older snow, snew ; sleep, sl^p ; weep, w^p 
have been replaced in the cultivated idiom by snow, snowed ; 
sleep, slept; weep, wept; — shape, shope, and swell, swoll, by 
shaped, swelled. Examples of the opposite tendency are not 
lacking; e. g., in German, /r//^ for fragte, after analogy of trug, 
schlug, etc., pries for preiste (Luther), after the analogy of blieb, 
mied, etc. In English the vulgar think, thunk, follows drink, 
drunk^ etc. 

The category of the Latin participles in -uttis, which in classical 
Latin had its place beside perfects in -«/only, as tribui : tributus, 
minui : minutus, was, later, as the Romance languages testify, 
extended much beyond these limits. Italian veduto, Fr. vu^ 
point to a vulgar Lat. vidutus ; Ital. venuto, Fr. venu, to a venu- 
tus ; Ital. avuto, Fr. eii, to Iiabutus ; Ital. voluto, Fr. voulu, to a 
volutus, etc. The older forms survive only in words which have 
been removed from the stress of the system and isolated by a 
special substantive use, as Fr. dette:= Lat. debtta, whereas ^;^=: 
debutus ; so vente = vencBta, but vendu = vendutus. 

In Greek the subjunctive mood sign in those tenses whose 
indicative was formed without " connecting vowel " was origin- 
ally a short vowel (-^-, -/-) ; so Homer has subjunc. I-o-fiev beside 
indie. ?-/A€i/ ; subjunc. ffrja-o-fiev licside the "un thematic" aor. 
indie, i'ff'^a'afiev (= ^e-^da-iiev or ^-bmsmmen). The analogy 
of the "thematic" conjugation led, however, to the universal 
introduction of the long vowels -^o-, -77- ; ttofiev, Xvtrrfre. 

The French inchoative suffix -iss-, which appears in the 
present of many verbs, was introduced into Middle English as 
'ishey and is historically justifiable in forms like finish, languish, 

^ Daiiielsson, O. A., Zur altital. Wortforschung und Fonnenlehre, S. 4 f. 
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nourish^ etc., but is the result of analogical extension in others 
\\kc publish (^publier), diminish {diminuer). 

The Indo-European personal ending -fni had its place origin- 
ally only in " unthematic " verbs, but in Sanskrit is extended to 
all verbs ; cf. bMrdmi in contrast to ^epco. A similar extension 
of its use appears in the Lesbic dialect, where forms like <l>C\r)fLi 
(<I>l\€(o^, BokI/mco/jh, (Boki/jl6(o), TifiaLfii are found. 

The Greek imperfect XPV'^ is the result of the contraction of 
the noun xPV w'^^ ^^ > ^^^ ^xpvv is due to the extension of the 
use of the augment beyond its proper sphere. 

Here belong also the cases of transfer from one conjugational 
class to another, which are analogous to those like the transfer 
of dontus from the ^-stems to the «-stems, and of Skr. pad from 
the conson. stems to the ^j-stems. The old reduplicating mi- 
verb, Skr. dddhdmi, dddfidsi, ddd/tdti (jidrjfjLL, ridrj^, r/^T/crt), is 
by the obscuring in Skr. of original differences of vowel-quality, 
and by the extension of the personal ending -mi to the " the- 
matic " verbs, brought into partial parallelism with the system 
bMrdmi, bhdrasi, bhdrati, and in the Vedas appear beside the 
older forms occasional new forms, dddhasi, dddhati, Tishfhdmi 
(Gr. X<jTd\kC) passes over, however, permanently into the new 
system; ^o pibdmi ^ Ann\i,^ jighrdmi 'smell.' The reason why 
these latter three are more strongly attracted to the " thematic " 
system lies undoubtedly in the concealment of their reduplicating 
character by the changes in the reduplicating syllables, ti-^ji-, 
pi-. The tie to the reduplicating class was thus weakened. 

It is an analogous process when the Latin introduces fugtre: 
fugio h^siie fugtre :ft4giOf and saplre: sapio beside sap^re: sapio, 
and when the Romance languages use the anomalous velle, posse, 
and esse in the fashionable form of volere} poiere, and ess^re, and 
fregiy pupugit tetigi in the form oi frangsi? ptingsiy tangsi. 

The simplification of the inflectional apparatus of a language 
may also take place through a " contamination " of two inflec- 
tional varieties ; thus, the Rhodian infinitives in -/xeti/, as avaOe- 
fieiv, elccfieiv, etc., are confusions of the two common types in 
'/jb€v and '€iv. Cf. N. H. G. Fritsetis, Mariens, with older Fritzen 
Marien ; superlatives like Germ, letzteste, Late Lat. extremissi- 

1 Diez, Gramm. ^11. 141 f. ' Diez, Gramm. 'II. 138, 140. 
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mus, minimissimtis^ etc.; Greek comparatives like x^/oetoTe/oo? 
and apeiorepo^. 

Loan-words, especially verbs, assume the inflectional cut of 
the languages borrowing them ; cf . Mod. Fr. stopper, * to stop ; ' 
Mod. Germ, geinterviewt, * interviewed ' (i. e. by a reporter). 

C. Levelling in the formation of compounds. — It is 
the tendency to establish a normalized method of connecting the 
constituent elements of a compound. The s in daystMan, birdsnest, 
Thursday, etc., is old ; not that in doomsday, O. E. ddmdceg, nor 
in herdsman, M. E. herdeman. The s in Germ. Regierungsrath, 
Geburtstag, Freiheitsliebe is derived from compounds whose prior 
constituent admits of a genitive in -j, as Sonntagskleid, Wirt/is- 
haus, etc. So in Greek the predominance of the ^^stems asserts 
itself in compounds like TifioKparia (r^/iv^t irarpoKTovo^ (irarp-^, 
TracSoTpifir}*; (TratS-). irevraTrovf; (for Trei^rcTrou?) and i^dirov^ 
follow the analogy of others whose prior member is eirrd, Bixa 
or ivvea. The -/- in Fr. y a-tM and va-t-il is extended by analogy 
to cases like voild-t-il. In a similar way the verbal complement, 
vulg. Engl, drather (pron. driither) in expressions like Wouldn't 
you d' rather? is abstracted from others like Fd rather not (pron. 
''I driitlur'\ 

The action of analogy in words of like function shows itself 
either in the addition or in the modification of those vocal ele- 
ments of expression, to which the modification of idea involved 
in the expression of relation is felt to be attached. Cf. iraiho- 
for TratS- and Tt/io- for ri^ia-, 

D. Origin and extension of suffixes. — The question of 
the origin of suffixes is one of the cloudiest chapters of compara- 
tive grammar. Some suffixes are known to be developments out 
of the final members of compounds, and this development^ takes 
place whenever the prior member remains etymologically distinct, 
while the final member both loses its connection with the simple 
word, and appears in a number of compound words in like func- 
tion. Cf. the suffix, Engl, -hood, -head, Germ, -heit, in frei- 
heity gottheity Gothic fiaidus, * manner,* ' character,' Skr. ketis, 
' appearance,' * form.' These suffixes once formed, be it in this 
or in other ways, are (i) extended by analogy to formations 

^ Paul, Prindpien der Sprachgesch., '177. 
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where they do not legitimately belong, and (2) are lengthened by 
the false division of words in which they occur. 

(i) The French fiirement can be properly referred back to 
Latin /<?ra mentey but scarcely r^cetnntent to *recente mente. The 
Germanic suffix -^is in place in English mighty , but is analogi- 
cally extended to Romance words, as in noisy, easy. So the 
Romance suffix -able in agreeable, probable^ passes to Germanic 
words like lovable, readable, and even to intransitive stems, as 
in reliable, laugliable, objectionable} which resist an analysis 
into 'able to be relied,' etc. Purists object in vain to such 
formations. 

The word lemonade (Fr. limonade, Ital. limonatd), placed 
beside the simplex lemon, suggests the suffix -ade, which is more 
or less jocosely applied in the formation of the new terms 
orangeade, fruitade, etc. 

(2) Suffix growth or extension. Egoism, O. Fr. egoisme 
becomes egotism by the analogy of words like despotism, nepot- 
ism, patriotism, despotism, whose pronunciation admits of the 
division despot-tis7n, etc. In the same way tobacconist for tobac- 
coist follows pianist, machinist, etc. 

The O. H. G. suffix -dri appended to «-stems developed in like 
manner, and by influence of verbs in -inSn, into -ndri. Hence 
we have schuldner beside schuld (O. H. G. sculdindri : sculd), 
harfner beside harfe. 

The Gothic suffix -assus appended to «-stems, as gtidjinassus, 
* priesthood ' (^gudjindn, * to perform the office of priest '),^^ii, 
gudjin-, 'priest*; bldtinassus, 'service,' bldtan, 'to reverence,' — 
gave the impulse to the development of a suffix -inassus; in 
like manner the English suffix -ness was developed. 

German verbs in -igen are originally derived from adjectives 
in 'ig; cf. einigen {einig), muthigat {muthig), but reinigen con- 
tains an actual suffix -igen, and is derived from rein, not *reinig ; 
30 huldigen, beleidigen, befriedigen. 

One of the earliest attempts to apply this method of explanation 
to the development of the suffixes in the classical languages was 
made by Ascoli in Curtius's Studicn, IX. 339 £f. (1876). He 
explained the suffix -raro? as having its origin in T/o/raTo?, which, 

^ They are really derivatives from the verbs rely on, laugh at, object to. 
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like 67800x09 beside 07800?, had been formed from rptTo? by the 
analogy of evaro?, SexaTo^. In comparison with the many forms 
like rpLTTov^, Tpt7r\ov<:, it divided naturally into rpi-raro^. This 
is the only plausible explanation yet offered of this distinctively 
Greek suffix. It is a natural tendency of language to divide an 
obscurely constructed word, so that, if possible, one of its ele- 
ments may seem to make sense. 



IV. Contrast of Signification fuid Partial Ukeneas of Form. — W o r d s 
of contrasted signification and of partly similar 
form are grouped in couplets, and a further ap- 
proximation in the outward form is the result. 

A convenient illustration of this phenomenon is offered by the 
English female for *fimH (= Fr. femelle), which has assumed 
the easy yoke of male. The related or contrasted signification 
tends to change the similarity of form existing in some part of 
the related words into an accord of form. It is here the evident 
tendency of language to associate the contrast in signification with 
definite parts of the words, leaving these parts diverse inform^ 
and to associate the relation of signification with other definite 
parts of the same words, leaving these parts identical in form. 
Thus to the consciousness of the user of language the relation 
of signification and use of the two words male ^.nA female is cen- 
tred in expression upon the syllable male, the contrast of signi- 
fication upon the syllable/?- in the one case, as contrasted with 
the absence of it in the other. 

The Latin word-pair IMs-gr&vis has already a likeness of 
form in the final -vis; but, as the Romance languages show,^ the 
vulgar Latin introduced a rhyming of the stem vowel as further 
recognition of the relation, and used Ihjis-grh^is (= Ital. greve). 
The relation of use and signification thus became definitely 
associated with the accord of the four final sounds, -^tr, and the 
contrast of signification with the discord of /- and gr-. Further 
illustrations of the Same activity are the following. Latin 

^ Schuchardt, Vocalismus des Vulgarlateins, I. 197 ; Forster, Rheinisches Mu- 
seum, XXXIII. 296. Cf. in general, Brugmann, Berichte der konigl. sachs. Gesellscb., 
phil.-hist. CI., i883,-.S. 190 ff. 



20 ANALOGY : 

meridialis (Gellius) became meridionalis through the influence of 
septentrionalis. O. Lat. ninguli (= nulli) is formed from sin- 
guli, as the late Lat. senexter (= sinister) from dexter. It is a 
reasonable suggestion of OsthofT's,^ that fiei^oyv (Ion. fii^wv = 
^fieyioDv) follows the pattern of its opposite oXeifoi/. 

The Engl, thither (O. E. ^idei) is derived from the- stem p^-, 
but yields to the influence of its associate hither {O. E. hider, stem 
///-). O. E. cBg\ier gives Engl, either {e^der), but O. E. ndwder can 
only yield Engl, ndther, which except in some folk dialects has 
yielded to the pronunciation of its opposite. Gk. oinadev is 
derived from oiridev (cf. KaroTriv)^ after the analogy of irpoaOev. 
The 'K' in fMrjKirc is borrowed from ovK-eri. Ital.pria^ (for *prio 
= prius) follovrs poscia = 'La.t, postea. 

The spiritus asper in ij/iet? (Skr. asnidd-, Lat. nosmety Aeol.- 
Epic afifie^i) is borrowed from the corresponding pronoun of the 
second person, i/iet^, in which it represents an original y (Skr. 
ytishmdd), as in ^Trap = Lat.^Vrwr, Skr. ydkrt-, etc. 

Not only are existing forms modified, but new forms may be 
created, in accordance with the principles here discussed. Greek 
€fi7roSa)v, * in the way,' seems to have been formed as a counterpart 
to i/c7roSa)v, in which the use of the genitive with ix is natural.* 

An example of the entire destruction of the contrasted term 
in the attempt at levelling is offered in the decline of the old Ger- 
man masculine schwd/ier, * father-in-law ' (= Goth, swaihra, Skr. 
(vdfura-t Lat. socer, Gk. €/cvp6<;, originally *&i;po9), before the 
rising star of schwieger, schwiegermutter, ' mother-in-law ' (Lat. 
socrus, Skr. fz/^frrf-, etc.). For schwdher has now been substi- 
tuted a compound, schwiegervater, whose first component is 
really the old designation for * mother-in-law.' This phenome- 
non has led Kluge to surmise for the older Germanic conditions 
a predominating influence of the mother-in-law in the adminis- 
tration of the matrimonial relations. Gk. *€Kvpo^ (=:Skr. (I'd- 
fura-f original Germ. sw/h(u)ros) in analogous fashion yields 
its accent to eicvpd. Similarly kralpo^ (for erapo^, Hom.) is 
formed after the pattern of eralpa (for *€Tapca), 

* Osthoff, Jen. Literaturzeitg., 1878, Art. 476; Geschichte d. Perf. 449 Anm. 
2 Osthoff, Morph. Unters., II. 35. 

' Another explanation, according to which -woUt&y is a dual form, is ofifered by 
Thumeysen, Kuhn*s Zeitschr., XX VII. 177. 
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V. Likeness of Signification fuid Partial Likeness of Form. — 

Words whose stems have a like signification 
and are similar but not like in form are 
grouped together upon the basis both of 
meaning and form, and a levelling of the 
form of the stems is the result. 

This is the most widely extended and most generally recog- 
nized of the methods of word-grouping, and corresponds to 
Paul's category of the ^^ stoffliche Ausgletchungen!* To it is 
chiefly due the unity and so-called regularity of the inflections 
of single words. The groupings on the basis of likeness of 
function (Class III.) tend to simplify the articulating mechan- 
ism of words; those here considered, to simplify the denoting 
substance. 

A. Levelling between different cases of like stems. 
— From peculiarities of accent or of other phonetic conditions, 
a diversity in the form of the stem grows up among the various 
case forms, — e. g., Gk. Trarijp, irarpo^, Trarepa; and it is in the 
direction of eliminating this useless diversity that the levelling 
activity operates. This elimination of diversity generally takes 
place through the extension of one of the forms of the stem to 
other cases than those in which it naturally had its place. The 
form most frequently recurring in use, as having the strongest 
hold upon the memory, is most liable to be the favored form in 
the process of levelling. 

The nominative singular is reconstructed from 
the analogy of the other cases. — This is the commonest 
phenomenon, made amply familiar through the well-known prin- 
ciples of development in the Romance languages. Examples 
from the English are scarcely less striking. English 2«;^-stems 
preserve w only in the oblique cases; hence }^el/ow (O. E.geo/u), 
fallow (p. Y^fealii), callow (O. E. calti), represent in their form 
the oblique cases. So pillow y arrow, shadow, beside sfiade ; 
meadow beside mead. The n in heaven, seiten, is from the 
oblique cases. The absence of / in head {heafod) has a like 
explanation (cf. heafde). That the adjective free is not pro- 
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nounced *fry {frai) is due to its derivation from the genitive 
(O. Y.>fre6s). Tlie final -e of the old feminines bride^ lore, tide, 
while, which is now regarded as a sign of the length of the stem 
vowel, is derived also from the oblique cases. The variation 
between ch (auslaut) and h (inlaut), which characterized the 
inflection of a great number of M. H. G. nominatives in -ch (cf. 
still hoch, hoher, hohe ; nach, ndher), has generally been removed 
by a levelling in favor of the oblique cases and other cases with 
endings. Thus the adjective rauh inflected M. H. G. ruck, ruhes; 
but the form in -ch has been largely displaced except in some 
compounds, as rauchwaaren, * rough-wares/ i. e. * furs.' So^oA, 
M. H. G. vlSch. Lat. honor, arbor with r from honorem, etc., 
displace the older honos, arbos ; ienus survives beside tenor in 
the isolation of its use as adverb-preposition. 

This predominance of the oblique cases over the nominative 
is undoubtedly due to greater frequency of use ; as is confirmed 
by the nature of the phenomena exhibiting the opposite ten- 
dency. Whereas most German «-stems carry the n over into 
the nominative,^ the names of living acting beings, which, as ex- 
pressing the agent of an action were frequently used in the 
nominative, retain the old nominative form ; cf. gatte, knabe, 
erbe, bote, zeuge, riese, ochse. Just so in French, contrary to 
the usual course of development, the nominative form is retained 
\n pdtre =^ pastdr (^pasteur=^pastdrem), sasur =:^ sdrdr, trattre 
= traditor, cliantre = cantor, sire = senior, peintre = ^pinctor 
(lor pictor^,fils zzufilius, etc. The disappearance of the weak 
stem (-/r-) before the strong stems {rrrjp, -rcop) in the Greek 
nomina agentis is assignable to a like cause. 

The nominative singular influences the other cases. 
— The noun and adjective Germ, wert {werth) inflected M. H. 
G. wert, werdes; but in N. H. G. wertes displaces werdes. Even 
amidst the scanty inflectional material of modem languages we 
find illustrations of this tendency in the influence of the singular 
upon the plural. The laws of sound demand Engl, youth, plur. 
youths (-&); shelf, shelves, etc. When forms occur like youps, 
shelfs, roofs, hoofs, they are due to the analogy of the singular. 
Often both forms live side by side, the older isolated by a special 

1 Cf. Behaghel, Germania, XXIII. 270 f. 
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use, the younger showing in its use its closer connection with the 
singular ; as clotlts beside clothes^ pennies beside pefice, brothers 
beside brethren. 

The formation of the plural in Italian nouns in -co is instruc- 
tive. In Greciy plural of Greco ^ *a Greek/ the palatalized c main- 
tains itself against the influence of the guttural of the singular. 
The predominating use of the plural * Greeks * would account for 
this ; the adjective, on the other hand, shows a predominance of 
the singular, and forms plural grechi. Analogous to the case 
of Greci is the maintenance of the strict plural form in amiciy 
nemiciy Austriaci, and finally asparagi^ one of the few words in -go 
which do not form their plurals after the analogy of the singular, 
and which, as used almost exclusively in the plural, forms a 
striking illustration of the principle. The Italian plural of uomo 
should be *omeniy as 6 is not diphthongized in the antepenulti- 
mate syllable, but it becomes uomini through the influence of 
the singular. 

Levelling between the different oblique cases, and 
especially between the different forms of the stem. 
— The Indo-European word for 'dog' inflected k{u)wdn, ace. 
k{u)w6nmy genit. kunds, etc., i. e. with graduated stem. The 
lowest grade, kvv, encroached upon the higher in Greek Kvva 
and #cui/e9, while the Latin carried the form of the higher grade 
throughout the entire inflection, canis = cvdni-} 

The ^«-stems, like iJSu?, inflected with gradation of the final 
stem-vowel {-eu-^ -«-). The dat. plur. always used the lowest 
grade ; hence we surmise that iJSeVt, frr)^^^^!, have displaced 
*7]hv(Ti, *'rrri')(y(Ti by analogy with iJSeo?, irnx^^^* ^^^' Similarly 
in the et-stems TroTuai is younger than Ionic iroXiah and in the 
en- (on-) stems, which inflected with the gradation, en, on, n, the 
Old Attic and Pindaric ^paal (= *<^pi7<rt) is older than <^p€<r/, 
which latter cannot be explained from ^(fypevai. The -v- of 
appo^, appi, appa passed over likewise into the dat. pi. dppdai 
(for apdai = apna-i). The harmonizing sense of language seeks 
to restore these forms to a system, from which the strict action 
of the laws of sound has dislodged them. The strange parti- 

1 For Lat. va = vo, cf. Thumeysen, Kuhn's Zcitschr. XXVIII. 154 ff.; for cams, 
cf. Collitz, Bezzenb. Bcitr., X. 62. 
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cipial datives of the Heraclean tablets, irpaaa-omaaatt etc., re- 
mained a puzzle until Joh. Schmidt^ offered the undoubtedly 
correct explanation. These participles were inflected originally 
with the gradation -^«/-, -«/-, cf. Skr. b/idrantas, bhdratsu; the 
Greek would inherit irpda-aovTe^, dat. Trpouraaao'i^ (= irpaaaarai, 
for 'ftTai). The system was harmonized by the extension of the 
characteristic -oj/t-, giving -oPTaaai. Similar is the explanation 
of the Latin genitive form jecinoris, which replaces an older 
*j€cinis (cf. Skr. yaknds). 

B. Levelling between the diff*erent forms for per- 
son and number in the same tense of the verb. 

The common extension of the third singular -s has 
become an undeniable fact of the language in the phrase " says 
I," in which the -s is evidently felt to be the sign of the present 
tense, as -rfof the pret. in said^ and the proportion is completed : 
said he: said I:: says he: says L The inherited G&cm, Jliege- 
fleugst-fleugt is levelled to fliege-fliegst-fliegL 

The vowel difference in O. Fr. voisy veSns, is due to the 

accentual difference between Lat. vides, vidimus ; but Mod. Fr. 

levels to voisy voyons : so crois^ croyonSy for O. Fr. crois^ creons ; 

the opposite in Uve, levonSy for lieve, levons ; parle, parlons, for 

parole y parlons ; aime, aimons, for ainit amons (cf. ntaitty faim). 

The same conditions of Indo-European accentuation which pro- 
duced the differentiation between olha, IB^iev (for *FlBfiiv) caused 
in the Germanic dialects the notable difference between the pret. 
sing, and plur. ; first, in the vowel form, and, secondly, through 
the action of " Verner's law " in the consonant form. Traces 
remain in Engl. waSf were ; Germ, ward^ wurden i^wurteii) ; 
weissyivissen, etc. ; but the discrepancy has been mostly eliminated 
by the levelling process. Though the English retains was and 
the Swiss was, the Modern German has levelled to war, and 
many English and American dialects use 'I wor, he wor;' in 
fact, our common / want {wornt) rests upon wor not, and is not 
to be connected with wasn't. The pret. Ich beiss — wir bissen 
(Luther) has been levelled to biss — bissen to avoid concurrence 
with the pres. Ich beiss. So O. H. G. sneid — snitum to N. H. G. 

1 Kuhn*s Zeitschr. XXV. 590-592. 
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scknitt — schnitten} N. H. G. sak — sahen replaces M. H. G. 
sack — sdhetiy etc. 

C. The levelling between the different parts (tenses, 
etc.) of the same verb is too common to require much 
illustration. Cf. done used as preterite; took, drove used as 
participles. Our pres. burst, O. E. berstan, is derived from the 
preterite ; so shed and run. The Germ, setzen — satzte, senken 
— sankte (cf. brannte, sandte) have yielded to setzen — setzte, etc. 
So the Greek, which possessed in its reduplicating syllable a 
sufficient sign of the perfect tense, has gone far in advance of 
the German in obliterating the traces of the ancient ablaut (cf., 
however, BiBopxa, K€KKoj>a, TUXoiira, etc.), and has levelled to 
/Se^SXe^a like pKAirto, iriir'Ke'Xp, like ttXc/co). 

D. Levelling between derivative and primitive. — 
The primitive influences the derivative. Engl, leafage for Cleav- 
age shows the influence of leaf. The pronunciation of ndtional 
as ndtional is due to the analogy of nation. Many adjectives in 
-abUy as excitable, detestable, agreeable, etc., resist the tendency 
to accent the first syllable through the influence of oxytone 
verbs with which they stand in close connection, as excite, detest, 
agr^e; cf. chastisement beside chdstisement. 

We often hear threble for treble, — doubtless through influence 
of the cardinal three. The Latin nondginta should give a Romance 
nonanta; but the novem develops navanta (Ital.), after the ratio 
of cinque to cinquanta, etc. The regular pronunciation of the 
adjective in -ian derived from the name Christ is Christian ; a 
closer connection with the primitive is sought in Christian^ 
which lives in a special use beside the original form. In the 
same way the anomalous long vowels (diphth.) in fountain, 
mountain, county may be* referable to the monosyllables /<?«»/, 
mount, count. 

The German adjective to gold survives only in the isolated 
gulden, while golden is a " Neubildung." Antwort is reshaped by 
wort from the M. H. G. antwUrte. The adverbs to German ad- 
jectives in 'ja have nearly all assumed the umlauted form of their 
primitives ; but sc/ion and fast remain beside schon and fest. So 

* Cf. Brandt, Grammar of the German Language, §§ 460 ff. 

^ Goeders, Zur Analogiebildungen im Mittel- und Neuenglischen, p. 23. 
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the derivative nouns schon/ieit and kuhnheit receive the umlaut 
-of the adjectives ; but bosheit, by its slight removal in significa- 
tion, rescues its original form. 

Instances of the reverse direction of influence are less com- 
mon ; but the cardinal numerals are sometimes influenced by the 
ordinals (cf. Lesb. irefiire from irefiirro^), and cases like that of 
vulg. Engl.///r {for far) from further^ and pdtron for patron, by 
influence oi p&tronage, p&tronize, etc., are not without parallel. 

Levelling between two different derivatives from the same root 
differs not at all in principle from the cases considered. The 
Saxon-German form mehrst used instead of meist represents an 
easy submission to the influence oi ntehr, and is easily explicable 
in a dialect which pronounces meist as nieest. 

Oftentimes in languages like the English, whose vocabulary is 
derived from various sources, stems originally like, and with like 
signification, but, owing to difference of derivation, with some- 
what divergent form, appear side by side. The likeness in the 
signification of the stems and the similarity of the form consti- 
tute a basis for a grouping of these words, which often results in 
a modification of the form of one or the other. The phenomena 
cannot be referred entirely to learned reflection, as is generally 
done ; they are largely products of unconscious comparison, even 
though it be unconscious pedantry. 

Cf. merchant replacing M. E. marchaunt through the influ- 
ence of mercator, etc. ; vicifiage for voisuiage after the likeness 
of vicinity and other derivatives of vicinus ; foliage from Fr. 
feuillage through influence of foliate, etc. ; fault for Chaucer's 
faute from derivatives of fallere ; assault for M. E. assaute from 
derivatives of assilire. The modern English form throne for 
M. E. trone seems to reflect the Gr. 0p6vo(;. 

Grammar 2ind cellar for M. E. grammere and celler mdiy involve 
merely graphic reflections of the adjectives in -arius. The Fr. 
peintre contains the Lat. pictor reshaped by the influence of 
pinctus. Span, estrella for *estella (= Lat. Stella) has its -r- from 
astro (== Latin astrum). 

Under the five main categories which have been thus far 
established and discussed may be classified nearly, if not quite 
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all, the phenomena usually associated with the action of analogy. 
The classification of the phenomena has been made upon the basis 
of the psychological activities which produce the various group- 
ings of the material of language ; given the groups, the modifica- 
tions of form follow as natural, though to be sure not necessary^ 
resultants. It is by no means to be presumed that every psycho- 
logical grouping always necessitates a correspondent modifica- 
tion of forms. In the first class of category the grouping was 
suggested by the specific accord, in the second class by the 
general accord of signification. In both these classes no like- 
ness or resemblance of form played any part in suggesting or 
lending impulse to the grouping. In the third class the group- 
ing was suggested by the likeness of function of elements 
^ grouped ; but we saw that resemblance of form in other parts 

of the inflectional systems involved often assisted in consum- 
mating the establishment of the groups. In classes four and 
five both relation of signification and resemblance of form were 
potent in suggesting the formation of the groups. Nowhere, 
however, does mere resemblance of form avail to 
bring words nearer together in form. The interven- 
tion of some similarity of signification, real or supposed, is 
always essential to the establishment of a grouping which shall 
be effective in the modification of form. Upon this discrimina- 
tion too great stress cannot be laid. 

It is, however, possible — is, in fact, one of the commonest 
phenomena of language history — that a resemblance of form 
should deceptively suggest a possible relation or likeness 
of signification, and that upon the basis of this suggestion a 
meaning should be attached to or read into the form which 
properly does not belong to it ; a grouping according to sup- 
posed signification can then be made, which may result in 
modifications of form. Here belong the phenomena ordinarily 
considered under the head of "folk-etymologies"^ or "pop- 
ular etymologies." 

1 Andresen, Ucber deutsche Volksetymologie, Vierte Auflage, Heilbronn, 1883 ; 
Palmer, Folk Etymology, London, 1882; Forstcmann, Kuhn's Zeitschr. I. i ff.; 
XXIII. 375 ff. ; Weisc, Bezzcnberger's Bcitr. V. 68 ff . ; Zeitschr. fiir Volkerpsy- 
chologie, XII. 203 fiE. ; Dossius, Bezzcnberger's Beitr. II. 388 ff.; III. 87; VI. 230; 
Foy, Lautsystcm der griech. Vulgarsprache, 129 f. 
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These phenomena have* been fully discussed in special trea- 
tises, and in their general bearings are well understood ; it only 
remains here to outline a classification of them which shall co- 
ordinate itself with and complete the system developed above. 
We therefore propose to consider them under three heads: 
(i) Resemblance of form suggests a possible resemblance of 
signification ; (2) Resemblance of form suggests a possible rela- 
tion of function ; (3) Likeness of form suggests a possible like- 
ness of signification. 



VI. Reflemblanoe of Form BuggestB a PoBBible Resemblanoe or 

UkeneBB of Signifioatioii. 

Old English brydguma, 'the bride's man, bridegroom' (cf. 
Goth. gumUf ' man/ = Lat. homo\ would regularly become Mod. 
Engl. *bridegoom ; but the resemblance of the second component 
to groom suggests likeness of signification, and the form is 
changed to correspond. In its tendency to create unity, to re- 
place complexity with simplicity, to set up groups in the place 
of monadic forms, the mind virtually attempts to associate like 
word-symbols with like ideas, or like parts of words with like 
modifications of ideas. The particular set of cases in hand con- 
cerns words or parts of words which the mind does not under- 
stand, and for which it seeks a relation, — which it seeks as 
unknown to group with the known. " Man," says Palmer, " is 
an etymologizing animal ; he abhors the vacuum of an unmean- 
ing word." 

For further illustration, cf. Germ, beispieliox beispel {spel, • story, 
narrative, fable;* cf. Engl, gospel) through association with spiel^ 
' play ; ' Engl, belfry, the first syllable of which had originally no 
connection with bell ; O. Fr. berfroi^ M. H. G. bercvrtt^ ' watch- 
tower.' Jerusalem becomes in Gr. 'lepoaoXvfia, from supposed 
connection with te/oo?, * holy,' and in Catalan Gesusalem, with 
reference to the name yesus. 
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VII. Resemblance of Form BuggestB a PosBible Likeness of Function. 

Elements of words like prefixes and suffixes are felt to have a 
definite use in the economy of expression, and parts of words 
which as unusual or as ordinarily conveying no definite idea in 
themselves cannot be classified and understood are often falsely 
identified by the mind with similar elements which are familiar 
and to- which definite notions attach. The mind proceeds with 
the best of intentions to rescue these elements from their condi- 
tion as mere phonetic rubbish and to assign them a use. Here 
again the mind seeks unity. The inherited diversities of speech 
are an encumbrance. Language sacrifices the rare and anoma- 
lous to common types and prevailing systems. 

The English language, on account of the great variety of its 
constituent material, is peculiarly subject to analogical changes ^ 
of the kind to be here presented. 

Change in the endings of words. — French plaUir ex- 
changes what would be in English an anomalous ending for the 
common ending of measure^ nature^ picture^ and becomes pleas- 
ure ; so treasure, from M. E. tresour; tardy, O. F. tardif, falls 
into the scheme of guilty , weary, etc. ; surgery, O. F. cirurgie, 
would appear as ^sirurgy^ but accepts the modish cut of sorcery, 
thievery, etc. ; *reprimend (Lat. -endus) becomes reprimand, like 
command, demand; O. F. saucisse would give an entirely anoma- 
lous noun-form *sausish, but the common noun-ending -age {cour- 
age, visage, etc ) is assumed ; syllable for O. F. sillabe assumes the 
prevailing ending of words like parable, constable, etc. The 
common "vulgar" pronunciation of sudden as '* suddent'* is due 
to the analogy of forms like recent, absent, decent^ etc. ; ^*janders " 
ioT jaundice rhymes with glanders, etc. 

The Ital. laico, ' member of the laity/ became in the language 
of the people ladico, assuming the common ending of stadico, etc. 
Lat. cubitus becomes Ital. gomito, because -obito is an unfamiliar 
ending. 

Change in the initial portion of words. — In Eng- 
lish the inherited prefix en- is often changed to in- through the 

^ Goeders, Zur Analogiebildung im Mittel- und Neuenglischen, 27 ff. 



30 ANALOGY : 

influence of new-coming Latin words ; as, enquire (M. E. enqueren) 
to inquire, encline (M. E. enclinen) to incline. The older forms 
are entirely displaced in some words, as inspire, intend. Simi- 
larly racount (O. Fr. raconter) becomes recount ; rafine{¥T. raf- 
finer) refine ; rapeal (O. Fr. rapeler) repeal, M. E. avauntage (= O. 
Fr. avantage, a- = ab) accepts the analogy of words beginning 
with ad'y and becomes advantage. 



VIII. Likeness of Form suggests a Possible Likeness of Signification. 

This, the simplest, but yet the subtlest form of folk-etymology, 
involves, of course, no change of form, but only a shifting of the 
sense of signification, or the introduction of signification into 
elements to which heretofore no signification had been attached. 
Inasmuch as the form remains unchanged, the investigator has 
no way of detecting the shifting of the sense of signification 
except by testing his own individual sense of the signification, 
or inquiring of others, or observing how this sense is betrayed, 
be it through the orthography, or through the connection in 
which the given word is used. 

The German words wahnsinn and wahnwitz, 'madness,' are 
compounded of the adjective wan * empty ' (Goth, wans, ' want- 
ing,' Skr. Und'), now out of use. The orthography shows that 
it has been replaced in the popular feeling by the substantive 
wa/tn, ' delusion.' The spelling of the word Geneva as a name 
for gin (cf. \^m\.q}s\ jenevei) shows a false association- with the city 
name. Only our own sense of signification, however, or an occa- 
sional use in a tell-tale context, betrays that the word incentive 
is now thought of as something that inflames (cf ificendiary, in- 
cendere) ; whereas the historical meaning of incentivus is ' what 
strikes the note ' {incinere) ; cutlet (Fr. cdtelette^ * a little rib,* Lat. 
casta) and cutler (Fr. coutelier^ cf. LaL cultellus^ * knife ') are surely 
associated in the folk-consciousness with the verb to cut. 
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PROPORTIONAL OR RELATIVE ANALOGY. 

Allusion to the workings of analogy under the schema of a 
proportion has in the interest of simplicity of arrangement been 
thus far made only incidentally, but should actually enter into 
consideration in the great majority of the cases alluded to. 
Language seeks not alone to establish parallel series, but 
also cross series, and looks for harmony along both axes 
of arrangement. 

Thus the correct explanation of the disputed personal endings 
in <l>€p€i^, <f>€p€i, will never be found by a consideration of this 
inflectional row alone, but must be considered in the light of the* 
suspicious harmony of present indicative -et9, -€t ; optative -0*9, 
'01 ; subjunctive -179, -rj ; imperfect indicative -€9, -€. The Latin 
subjunctive legdmini is of course a later formation on the type 
of legiminiy originally a present participle ; but the modus of its 
development is made clear only from a consideration of the pro- 
portional scheme, legimur\ legimini : : legdmur : legdmini. 

The optative plural forms in later Attic having -vr) as a mood- 
sign, as So'irf'fi€v, iv0€-iri'T€, etc., may be similarly explained 
from the concurrent action of double series. .The "thematic" 
verbs use -4- alone as a mood-sign in both singular and plural ; 
<l>€pO'i-fii, ^epo-L-^, (f)€po'i'fi€v, (f>€po-i'T€. The " unthematic " verbs, 
on the other hand, used originally 'irj- as a mood-sign in the 
three persons of the active singular, and -i- in the plural and 
dual ; thus the unvarying Homeric usage is : Sa-irj-v^ So-lrj'*; ; 
Bo'l'fA€v, So-t-T€. The uniformity of the thematic inflection, how- 
ever, produces in the later Attic a like uniformity of the unthe- 
matic according to the proportion, h- : -t- : : -tiy- : -iTf-, or ^epo-i-^ : 
^6/oo-t-T€ : : Bo-irj^ : Ba-lrj-Te (for So-i-re). 

The vulgar Lat. habutus (Ital. avuto), vendutus (Ital. venduto), 
etc., developed in the proportion, tribui : tributus and statui : 
statutus and rui : rutus : : habui : habutus (for habitus)^ etc. 

German adjectives ending in 4g are derived from nomina 
actionis, whose relation to the verb, however, is so intimate 
that the adjectives become unconsciously associated with the 
verbs, as streitig^ from streit^ becomes associated with streiten^ 



32 ANALOGY : 

and new adjectives are derived apparently from verbs; thus 
streiteii : streitig : : wackeln : wackeligy though no such noun as 
*wackel exists. 

As early as 1867, Whitney, in his Language and the Study of 
Language, made use of a proportional schema in explaining the 
encroachment of the past participle upon the preterite; as / 
gained is to / have gained, and / dealt to / have dealt, so is / 
sung (for / sang) to / have sung. 

The confusion of the present tense formation in Modern Greek, 
particularly noticeable with the Ancient Greek presents in -/foi, 
-10), -uo), -€0), -aa», has been most convincingly explained by Hat- 
zidakis^ from the confusion in the modern pronunciation of the 
various aorists -laa, -vaa, -^aa. Of the four ancient tense- 
systems only the present and aorist now remain. When '^^w 
appears for yjr7f<f>i^(o it is explained by the relation : — iKpdrrfo-a : 
KparA (pres.) or iTlfirjaa : Tifi£ (pres.) : : e^i](f>ia'a : '^^& (for 
'^^tfft)), or again as ifidwrtaa : /SaTrr/fo) : : ifiidvaa : /leOv^ao 
instead of /MeOvo). Verbs in -oo) are never confused with those 
in -aa>, -eo), etc., because the aor. -aaa admits of no confusion 
with -i/o-o, 'laay -vaa. 



GRAPHIC ANALOGIES. 

In the foregoing discussion no reference has been made to the 
merely orthographical or graphic analogies, of which the written 
form of our language offers an unfortunately large list of exam- 
ples. It is difficult to determine to what extent the comparisons 
involved were unconsciously made ; the general verdict of ped- 
antry with malice aforethought for all cases goes too far. Cf. 
could with / from would and should ; scissors, M. E. sisoures with 
SC' from scindere and derivatives ; foreigft and sovereign with g 
from reign ; delight with gh after analogy of right, night, light, 
etc. ; island with s from insula; whole (O. E. hdl), whore (O. E. 
hSre), whoop (M. E. houpeti), with w from words in which silent 
w is etymologically justified (cf. who), 

1 Kuhn's Zeitschr. XXVII. 69 ff. 
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ISOLATED FORMS. 

In view of the systematizing, unifying tendency of language, the 
existence of irregularities as deviations from prevailing schemata 
may be generally accepted as historical survivals, just as a chance 
crook in a city street has escaped the zeal of modern levellers 
and straighteners, and remains a witness to the conveniences or 
necessities of the earliest pathfinders. The pre-eminent value 
of the " isolated forms " for determining, on the one hand, the 
extent and direction of the levelling tendency, and, on the other, 
the character of the phonetic laws operating in the given dialect, 
has until quite recently been almost entirely neglected. The 
chapters on the subject in Paul's Principien der Sprachgeschichte 
(first edit. 1880) first put the matter in its right light. 

An " isolated form " is one which has been dislodged from 
its previous connection with a group ; it is a piece of debris 
which the retreating tide-levels have left hanging high and dry 
upon the rocks. The rock upon which the forms have caught 
may be: (i) Isolated position as member of a com- 
pound. — The Germ. handvf?s not originally an /- stem, hence 
not subject to umlaut in the plural. Its old dative plural, sev- 
ered from all relation to the inflectional system, maintains itself 
still in vorliafidetty abhanden ; so the old genitive of schwan in 
schwanengesang, Gr. ovofui-KKriTtop and ovofia-Kkuro^; preserve 
the old «- stem of onomn-y while the noun itself has changed 
to a /- stem. 

(2) Position in much-used phrases or proverbial ex- 
pressions. — English / disappears by phonetic law before cer- 
tain consonants (cf. heady woman) \ hence the prepos. ^used as 
a proclitic before these consonants should become o\ The 
analogy of the form before vowels, assisted by the prejudice of 
the schools, etc., seeks to reinstate of in all places ; but still the 
most polite English does not scorn eight o'clock, will-o'-the-wisp, 
and scarcely man-d-war. The preconsonantal form of the Greek 
prepos. ^1/9 > €49 maintains its rightful place ; e. g., in the familiar 
phrase^ €9 KopaKa^. In the German proverb " Wie die alten 

^ Brugmann, Berichte der konigl. sachs. Gesellsch., philol.-histor. Classe, 1883, 
p. 187. 
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sungen. So zwitschem die jungen'* the rhyme has effected the 
preservation of the old preterite plural. The old uninflected 
form of the adjective in the neuter sing, nomin. and accus. is 
preserved in German expressions like ein under mal, manchmal, 

(3) Isolated use in a special grammatical category. 
— As a noun: Germ, gulden^ the name of a coin, is the old 
adjective to gold^ but has been replaced in its adjective use by 
the newly formed golden, Fr. dette represents faithfully the Lat. 
debitUf but dA the more recent *debutus. 

As an adjective : Germ, bescheideny * modest/ is the old, for 
which beschieden is the new participle to the infinitive besckeiden^ 
and it has obtained its present signification by way of ' definite/ 

* clear/ * sensible/ ' discreet.' The adjective gediegen, ' solid, 
staunch,' preserves a trace of the old consonant variation, which 
gedieAen, the newer participle of gedeihen, has lost ; so erkoren^ 

* elect,* in its relation to kiesen — gekosen. 

As an adverb : the Lat. pondus, as its root-vowel alone would 
betray, was originally of the o- declension. In becoming a 
neuter of the es- (er-^ declension it left its ablative pondo isolated 
by its adverbial use. Lat. partim adv. is the regular accusative 
of the stem parti-, and not partem, which is formed on the 
analogy of the consonant declension. The Greek neuter irav 
(= ttclvt) retains its original short vowel in the adverb irafnrav, 
as well as in the compounds avfiTrdv and Trpoirdv, while yielding, 
within the strict inflectional system, to the influence of Tra? 
(= iravT^, trav^^. The locative adverb ar^icd^ (= iv^Kaa^ for 
*ayKdai), ' in the arms,' has preserved a trace of the old weak 
stem a^/ci/" against the levelling influence of the strong stem in 
arficdav, ayK(Svo<;. The old //- stem of Xiayp is preserved in the 
feminine Xeaiva (^zleun-id^, 

(4) Isolation by change of signification. — The I. E. 
velar k is in Sanskrit palatalized to c before i; the forms kirn, 
ndkis, etc., from the interrogative stem ki-, on account of their 
intimate connection ^ with the other interrogative stem ka-y do 
not show palatalization ; the phonetic law has, however, its free 
course in the isolated particle cid, * even,* * indeed,' etc. As ad- 
verbs, spat, sc/ion, /est (O. H. G. spdto, sc6nOy fasto), have their 

1 Cf. Joh. Schmidt, Kuhn's Zcitschr., XXV. 66. 
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umlaut from the corresponding adjectives (O. H. G. spdti^ scdni, 
festi or fasti) ; but the strict phonetical development with free- 
dom from umlaut is permitted in the adverbs schon, * already/ 
fast J * almost,' on account of their diverging signification. Schdn- 
heit and kuhnheit have the umlaut from the corresponding ad- 
jectives ; but bosheity with its special force of * malice/ ' spite/ is 
no longer coextensive in signification with bose^ and is hence 
alienated from it. Specialization of signification gives us the 
English doublets: brethren (of an order or association), and 
brothers (by blood) ; elder and oldest. 

(5) Isolation of a phonetic element by its appro- 
priation to a new use. — In the PAli phrase^ ahu-d-eva 
bhayam ahu c/tambhita-ttvam [with ^//«-rf=Skr. abhilt'\y the 
old third personal ending is preserved by its employment as 
a hiatus check. 

The old neuter suffix -es- of *7ei/e<ro9, yipeo^ ; *geneseSy generis^ 
was levelled out of the O. H. G. singular of corresponding nouns, 
as kalpy ^kalbireSf *kalbirey where it served no purpose, but re- 
tained in the plural kalbirzs a convenient sign of the plural, giv- 
ing rise to the extended category of nouns with plurals in -er. 
In the preterites starb — starben, half — halfen^ the weak form 
of the root {sturben) has yielded entirely to the strong ; but it 
survives in the preterite subjunctive, as furnishing a convenient 
discrimination from the present subjunctive. If the strong form 
had been extended to the subjunctive, hdlfe would have been 
identical in sound with the present helfe, 

SUMMARY OF PRINCIPLES DEVELOPED IN THE FORE- 
GOING DISCUSSION. 

1. The operation of analogy in language is in every case ulti- 
mately conditioned and determined by the natural quest of the 
mind for unity to replace multiplicity, system to replace anoma- 
lous diversity, and groups to replace monads. 

2. The office of the psychical factor in the development of 
language is therefore the maintenance and re-establishment of 

1 Kuhn, Beitrage zur Pali-Grammatik, S. 62 ; Childers, Dictionary of the Pill 
Language, s. v. bhavaH, 
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the groups which the phonetic laws tend to disrupt,^ and the 
creation of new groups. It aims to eliminate purposeless variety. 
The folk has no use for the wealth of form-material which mix- 
ture of dialect and the action of the phonetic laws have pro- 
duced, and with which tradition offers to endow it. 

3. Each case of the action of analogy is in its origin the 
product of a single speaking individual, and must appear as 
an independent product of a number of other speakers, or be 
copied by them, before it can become a recognized feature of 
the language. 

4. The groups are not formed as a result of reflection or of 
historical investigation, nor are the systems detected and learned 
in the form and order in which they appear in the grammars. 
No one tells the speaker, for instance, that man is the singular, and 
men the plural ; it is only after the series man — man*s — men has 
been gradually formed into a group by the repeated use of the 
separate terms that the peculiar and distinctive elements of each 
form are * unconsciously abstracted, — to form the basis of a sys- 
tem according to which the speaker may shape and adjust new 
material. Many forms of a system may never have been heard, 
or may have been insufficiently impressed upon the memory, 
and must needs be formed anew by help of the groups. 

5. The psychological grouping takes place in accordance with 
the tendency to associate likeness of signification with likeness 
of form, and the impulse to the grouping may arise from the 
likeness of signification or function, or from the resemblance of 
form, if this be reinforced by accord, affinity, or contrast of 
signification. 

6. Mere likeness of form cannot serve as a basis for grouping. 
Language, on the contrary, reacts against such delusive concord, 
and seeks through differentiation of form to avoid confusion; 
see under No. 15. It is questionable, furthermore, whether mere 
contiguity in use ever induces grouping. 

1 E. g., the phonetic laws produce the diversity clfif, f7, ivriy ^Ifiiv (or *Ai€r), 
4ar4 (or *<rrc), tSun (or *^i), which the different dialects in different wise seek to 
simplify; cf. Attic 4tFii4v, tltri. In the Indo-European inflection of the word ' foot/ the 
phonetic laws developed four forms of the stem, pdd-^ pSd-^ pid-^ pd-{bd)^ of which 
the German gave general application to pod-^ the Greek to p6d-, the Latin to //</-. 

^ Brugmann, Zum heutigen Stand der Sprachwissenschaft, p. 79. 
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7. The formation of new groups very commonly appears as a 
readjustment of old groups. Changes in the character and use 
of the phonetical material of a language often cause a form or 
number of forms to be severed from one group ^ and attached 
to another; as when Sanskrit fidd-am, the accusative of pad-, is 
grouped with the like accusatives from a-stems, and the new 
stem pdda- is developed. This phenomenon has been appro- 
priately named by the Germans "Entgleisung." 

8. Cross-groupings, or the establishment of system upon two 
axes of arrangement, occasion the phenomenon of the *' propor- 
tional " or " relative " analogy. 

9. The extension of analogical levelling is, in general, hindered 
by the force of tradition, acting through the impression upon 
the memory, as well as by the influence of the schools, of the 
printed form of language, of enlarged intercourse between com- 
munities, and of all which tends to establish the norm or standard 
in the conventional type of speech. 

10. In the particular case, one of the important hindrances is 
the complexity in the relation of the sounds; thus difference of 
consonant with likeness of vowel forms less of a bar to levelling 
between two forms than difference of consonant coupled with 
difference of vowel ; e. g., O. H. G. pret. zdh — zugun (= N. H. G. 
zog — sogen) remained unlevelled long after j/«^^ (for * sluoh) 
— sluogun, with their identity of vowel, had been levelled. 
Another hindrance is the usefulness of a given element for the 
signification of the form ; the Greek strong aorist maintained 
its ablaut-distinction better than the perfect, the signification of 
which was amply secured by the reduplication. 

11. The processes of analogy result in the reshaping of old 
forms, in the development of new forms by uniting existing 
material in a new way, and in the development of new systems.' 
With the development of the new form the old may be dis- 

1 The subject-matter of OsthofTs Verbum in cUr Nominalcomposition offers a 
series of striking illustrations ; e. g., ^lA^cyor, a Bahuvrtki (possessive) compound 
='he to whom guests are dear' (0/Aos), was felt to contain the verb ^iA/», and 
aided in giving rise to an extended class of verbal compounds like fu(r({(crof, 
fiiadyBpwros {fJMr4») 

' Cf the system of Greek aorists passive in -Brip; Schleicher, Compendium, 
^813 ; Brugmaiin, Morphol. Untersuchungen, I. 78 £ 
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placed, or, if the conveniences of expression be subserved 
thereby, both may be retained. 

12. The variety of form thus created may be pressed into the 
service of varieties of signification to be expressed, and two 
complete systems ^ may be developed ; but the difference of 
form is not primarily created to serve the purposes of the 
signification. 

13. The assimilating action of analogy is gradual, passing 
from form to form and from group to group. Hence it is pos- 
sible that a very few forms, or even one, may prove the germ of 
an extended system ; cf. Ascoli's explanation of the Greek suffix 
-TaT09. The levelling within a group, furthermore, may be at 
first partial, and afterwards completed; e. g., in the Germ. 
fangetty — preter. y?;/^, ^\Mx,fing€n, the -ng- has been gradually 
extended from the preterite plural throughout the system. The 
O. H. G. levelled out the *fiah of the preterite singular, and used, 
present fdhu — '- preter. fiangy plur. fiangutty while the modern 
German has pushed on to the present form ich fange, 

14. The levelling process does not necessarily produce abso- 
lute identity, even of the single phonetic elements affected; 
Gr. air\a (neut. plur. = aTrXoa) for * a7rXo3 has followed kclKA^ 
etc., in respect to the vowel-quality, while retaining its old 
quantity. 

15. The explanation by analogy is never complete when the 
possibility of influence from a given source is indicated; it 
must also be shown how, out of many possible associations, 
the language was naturally impelled to choose the one in ques- 
tion ; also why the retention of the old form was impracticable. 
Reasons for abandoning the old form may be : (d) Its identity 
with other forms of different signification ; thus the German pre- 
terite biss displaces the older preterite first singular beiss [with 
ei=^0, H. G. ei]y which was liable to confusion with the present 
beiss{e) [with ^'=0. H. G. t]. (b) Divergence from its system; 
cf. Gr. ^pa(Ti>^p€ai beside <l>p€v6<;, <l>pepi, etc. (c) Rareness 

^ Thus the two French verbs ///>r, * to fold/ and ployer^ * to bend,' are developed 
from one system, O. Yx. je plie — nous ploy ons. Similarly, the German schaffen^ 
* make, provide,' and schopfetty * create,' are developments of the one system, as repre- 
sented in Gothic skapjan^^skAp (preter.). 
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of use. " Irregular " inflections generally appear in much-used 
forms, the reason being that these, as strongly impressed upon 
the memory by constant use, resist change. Conformity to sys- 
tem \% prima facie evidence of secondary development by level- 
ling, {d) Absence of support from a large category of forms in 
like function ; e. g., -os was not a prevailing ending of the nomi- 
native singular in Latin, and hence arbos^ honos^ etc., accepted 
the influence oiarboris^ etc., while ^^«j, etc., remained unlevelled 
in spite of generis, etc. 

Reasons for choice^ of association may be: {a) Predomi- 
nance in use ; Germ, ziemen for * zemen follows the much-used 
impersonal third singular ziemt. {p) Acquirement of an intel- 
ligible formation, so that, e. g., definite functions may be asso- 
ciated with definite elements of the form. In the North-Greek 
dialects the dative plural arfwai accepted the influence of the 
declension and became a/ydpoi^;, which accorded better with 
070)1/69, aydvtov, etc. (c) Apparent acquirement of signification ; 
our language had its choice between an-ekename (eke, 'addi- 
tional*) and a-mekename, and chose the latter because of nick= 
' clip.' 

16. The principles of association, based as they are upon the 
conditions of the human mind, have application to language in 
its entirety, — to its material of sentence-form,^ as well as of 
word-form. 



THE APPLICATION OF ANALOGY IN THE METHOD OF 
THE MODERN SCIENCE OF LANGUAGE. 

Occasional allusions to " false analogy " as determining sun- 
dry anomalous phenomena occur in the writings of the earlier 
masters, Bopp, Pott, Benfey, and especially of the Romance 
philologians ; but not until after the year 1876 did the principles 
of association come to be understood as essentially conditioning 

^ The question is: Why should the form A follow the influence oi B rather than 
of C, or of C rather than oiB? 

^ A methodical application of the principles of analogy to the phenomena of 
syntax was first made by Hermann Ziemer in his JunggrammatUche Streifnige im 
Gebicte der Syntax, Colberg, ist edit. 1882, 2d edit 1883. 
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the entire structure of language. With the recognition of this 
the name analogy came to be gradually substituted for false 
analogy. 

When we remember how, during the last nine years of his life 
(1876-1885), Georg Curtius, alarmed by what seemed to him 
the fanatical zeal of young devotees of analogy, almost entirely 
withheld recognition from the brilliant results of those years, it 
is not uninteresting to find that the earliest broad and general 
statement of the relation of analogy to linguistic growth is from 
his pen, dating from the relatively early period of i860. It is 
found in Kuhis Zeitschrift, Vol. IX. pp. 331 ff. ; and no better 
statement could be asked to-day. He says: " Vor allem durch- 
dringt das ganze Sprachleben die Macht der Analogie. Die 
Sprache hat ein Gefiihl fiir die Zusammengehorigkeit der ver- 
wandten Formen ; eine jede von diesen wirkt auf die andere 
ein, und es giebt ein unverkennbares Streben sie einander ahnlich, 
ja gleich zu machen, kleine aus den individuellen Bedingungen 
hervorgegangene Verschiedenheiten auszugleichen," u. s. w. 
This is Curtius's most definite statement on the subject; further 
allusions are found in his Erlduterungcfi (1863), in his article 
on the Trageweite der Lautgesetze (1870), and in various pas- 
sages of the Studiat (1872, 1876); but after this his voice was 
raised against what he believed to be the undue use of the 
principle. 

Though convinced by the incontrovertible evidence of the 
modern languages that for these languages a much larger scope 
must be assigned to the action of analogy than had heretofore 
been done, he still clung to the belief that there was something 
in the nature or the stage of development of the ancient tongues 
that rendered such extended action highly improbable. It was 
against this well-known doctrine, especially supported by Cur- 
tius, and continually taught in his lecture-room, ^ that Osthoff 
and Brugmann protested in the Introduction (pp. xv-xvii) to the 
first volume of their Morphologische Untersuchungen (1878): 
" Manche meinen, analogiebildungen kamen vorzugsweise in 
den sprachperioden auf, in denen das * sprachgefiihl' bereits 

* Cf. also the statement made by Curtius as late as 1885 in his Kritik der neu- 
esten Sprachforsckung^ pp. 66 AT. 
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* gesunken/ oder, wie man auch sagt, * das sprachbewusstsein 
getriibt' sei, und so konne man sie in alteren sprachperioden 
nicht in gleichem umfang erwarten wie in jiingeren. . . . Wenn 
es nur jemand fertig brachte, die so gemeinschadlichen aus- 
driicke * jugendalter ' und 'greisenalter der sprachen* 
. . . fiir immer aus der welt zu schaffen ! Sind denn z. b. fiir 
das kind, das in Griechenland im homerischen zeitalter das licht 
der welt erblickte und die sprachformen seiner sprachgenossen- 
schaft horend ins bewusstsein aufnahm und dann um sich seinen 
mitmenschen gegeniiber verstandlich zu machen, wieder produ- 
cierte,diese sprachformen etwa altertumliche gewesen ... ?" 

Great as was Curtius's service in calling early attention to the 
operations of analogy, it is evident that the impetus to a practi- 
cal application of the principle on a large scale is not attribu- 
table directly to his influence. While accepting the principle 
theoretically, he shrank from any broad application of it, because 
it seemed to introduce an element of arbitrariness and fathom- 
less uncertainty into the science, and threatened to undermine 
the goodly foundations which the elders had laid. 

The extended use of analogy in linguistic investigations began 
with an enthusiastic group of young investigators, who in the 
latter half of the seventies were associated together in Leipzig 
by likeness of interests. The personal influence and the teach- 
ings of August Leskien certainly lent something of the ap- 
parent or external stimulus to this movement; he at least 
framed the first effective statement of the ** method." The theo- 
retical statements of Whitney in his Language and the Study of 
Language (1867), and more definitely in his Life and Growth of 
Language (1875), cannot have remained wholly without effect, 
and still less so the striking exhibition of practical applications 
in Scherer s Geschichte der deutschen Sprache (ist ed. 1868). 

All this, however, is the merely external occasion of the move- 
ment ; the real impulse lay in the necessity which the stricter 
application of the phonetic laws imposed upon the science, — 
the necessity of explaining the great residuum of material for 
which all action of phonetic laws failed to account. The doc- 
trines of analogy arose as the complement to the doc- 
trine of the strict order in phonetic development. The 
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work of the neo-grammarian school stands in legitimate and reg- 
ular succession to the work of Curtius, Schleicher, and their 
contemporaries, With whom the phonetic laws had been gaining 
ever-increasing respect The investigator of the history of forms 
must to-day make free use of analogy just in proportion as he 
deals strictly with the laws of sound. 

The first attempts at the use of analogy were often hasty and 
ill-judged, and the choices of association arbitrary ; but it must 
be remembered that these explanations were offered with the 
primary desire of showing how this method could be employed, 
and the phonetic laws rescued from the reproach of utter incon- 
sistency; they were tentative, and in the interest of method. 
To-day the " new method " is practically, if not avowedly, used 
by nearly all German investigators. Johannes Schmidt, of Ber- 
lin, for instance, abhors all statements of creed, and elevates 
works above faith ; but so far as we can abstract his faith from 
his worthy practice, we find no essential point of difference from 
that of the neo-grammarians. Hugo Schuchardt, whose book 
Gegen die Junggrammatiker has deservedly attracted wide at- 
tention, directs his criticism rather against the theoretical state- 
ments concerning the nature of phonetic laws than against the 
practical methods of investigation; cf. his recent statement in 
the Deutsche Litteraturzeitung, 1886, col. 1558: "In anderer 
Beziehung aber bin ich mir eines principiellen Gegensatzes zu 
den Junggrammatikern nicht bewusst : ist von einer neuen 
Richtung die Rede, die man aber eben nicht von dem i878en 
Programm datieren darf, so verdienen wir Andern mit demsel- 
ben Rechte Manner der neuen Richtung zu heissen wie die 
Junggrammatiker." 

An exception must apparently be made, however, to the 
adherents of the so-called " Gottinger Schule'* (Professors Pick, 
Bezzenberger, Pischel, and Bechtel). Pischel, for example, in 
Bezztnberger s Beitrdgey III. p. 262, condemns a neo-grammarian 
explanation with the words : " Wie fast iiberall, so ist aber auch 
hier die falsche Analogic leerer Dunst." The preponderance 
with this group of able scholars of etymological and descriptive 
over morphological studies offers a natural explanation of their 
indifference to the necessities of the historical method. And 
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yet it is often the name **Analogie'' rather than the thing 
that seems to awaken odium. Professor Fick in the Gotting. 
gelehrte Ans,^ 1883, p. 583, pours out the vials of his fury over 
the " Mode- und Kinderkrankheit der Analogisterei," yet makes 
repeatedly in the same article bold use of the principle of an- 
alogy, using, e. g., page 594, the eixpression, " in die tonange- 
bende Flexion des alten pf. med. hiniibergezogen." 

The " Kinderkrankheit der Analogisterei " has now undeni- 
ably assumed a chronic form, and will retain it with all investi- 
gators who propose to deal with the form and structure of 
language as a whole. 
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VI. 262 (1873). 
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Br^al, Les doublets latins, Memoires de la Society de Linguistique de Paris, 1. 162 ill 
(1868). 

Bannack, J. Formenassociation bei den indogermanischen Numera- 
lien. Kuhn's Zeitschr., XXV. 225-260 (1879). 

Lanman, C. R On Noun-Inflection in the Veda (Joum. A. O. S., X., 

1880). 

For examples of transitions in declension due to analogy, see Index, s. v. " Tran- 
sitions." 

Rothenberg, J. Die Vertauschung der Suffixe in der franzosischen 
Sprache (Berlin, 1880). 

A Gottinger Doctordissertation. 

Kluge, P. Paul und Braune's Beitrage, VIII. 506 f. (1882). 

Meyer, W. Die Schicksale des lateinischen Neutrums im Romani- 
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DanielsBon, O. A. Zur altitalischen Wortforschung und Formenlehre. 
Heft III. of Pauli's Altitalische Studien, pp. 3-8 (1884). 

Lanman, C. R. On multiform presents and on transfers of conjugation 
in the Sanskrit verb system. Proceedings A. O. S., May, 1885, xxxvi. 
= Journal XIII. xxxvi. 

Lange, A. R. De substantivis femininis graecis secundae declinationis 
capita tria, pp. 4 ff. (Leipzig, 1885). 
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IV. Applications to Syntax. 

{Earliest mention of the subject.) 

Qrimm, J. Ueber einige Falle der Attraction. Abhandlungen der 
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